Critical incident: reflection on the process of terminal weaning.
The article uses critical incident analysis to reflect on the process of terminal weaning. Terminal weaning is defined in the context of withdrawing ventilatory support when the expected outcome is the patient's death. Basic ethical concepts are identified, and the role of the nurse in ethical decision making is discussed in relation to the associated professional and legal issues. Conflict exists between professional and legal accountability in relation to advocacy. Caution is advised with regard to nurses becoming involved in the decision to terminally wean, and its practice.